Celebrations   New Beginnings

	Celebrate Easter!

	Early Learning Goals 
	UW ELG 13 P&C: Chn talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other chn do not always do the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.

EAD ELG 16 EUM&M Chn sing songs, dance. Chn safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.
EAD ELG 17 BI: Chn represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through art, dance, role play.


	Teaching Objectives
	To learn about the Christian Festival of Easter and what this celebration means for a Christian family.

	Local Agreed Syllabus example
	Using a religious celebration as a stimulus, children talk about the special events associated with the celebration; through stories, crafts and music, children learn about important religious celebrations.

	Resources: 
‘Puddles the cat’ toy/puppet; Puddles and the Happy Easter Day by Gill Vaisey; Deedee’s Easter Surprise by Kay Kinnear; Resources for Easter Art activity, Easter nest cakes (see weblink); Church role play; play dough; farm small world; hot cross buns.
	Weblinks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wnbo2AmS3OI
· BBC version of the Easter Story

http://mrsehleskindergartenconnections.blogspot.co.uk/2014/04/celebrating-easter.html - Easter art activity; http://www.diyncrafts.com/4984/homemade/80-creative-fun-easter-egg-decorating-craft-ideas/4 - Hard boiled eggs ideas;
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-easter - Toby and friends celebrate Easter (3 clips); http://a.files.bbci.co.uk/childrens-binarystore/cbeebies/cbeebies-pdf-lets_celebrate_easternests.pdf - Easter nest cakes. 



	Shared Learning: Children create Easter Bonnets at home for Easter Parade. 
Watch Christian’s Easter Story on YouTube. Reflect on the story: sad times and happy times, (reassure chn that it is ok to experience sad times; Try to share coping strategies and ideas for supporting friends through sad/difficult times).Talk about the feelings of jealousy and anger and what this means. Discuss the themes; how the disciples couldn’t find Jesus, Mary and disciples reunited with Jesus = joy! Spring, new-born animals, Easter Egg hunt and Easter activities.


	Activities 
Explore the Easter Festival activities together:

1. Guided: Easter art activity, (see weblink). Chn paint across A4 paper to produce strips of colour; while it dries, cut out 3 cross shapes from black paper + ‘hill top’ shape; stick onto painted paper. The cross is the symbol for Christianity. 
2.Make Easter nest cakes (see weblink).
3.Playdough: shape Easter eggs. 
   Small world: farm, newborn animals 
4. Consider making an egg tree decoration for your home. By blowing or hardboiling egg. they can be painted, felt-tipped or    

    collaged. Find a branch put in a plant pot and hang the eggs from it. You might have some silver spray paint left from 

    Easter in the shed or garage for the branch.


	Plenary


	Eat Hot Cross buns as you watch Toby and family celebrate Easter on the CBeebies weblink; (first 2 clips). With talking partner think of 3 facts about Easter; share with rest of class to create list on f/c – ‘Let’s make 5!’ Read and enjoy together ‘Deedee’s Easter Surprise’. Chn wear Easter Hats created at home and walk around in large circle for Easter Hat Parade; share Easter nests


	Outcomes

	Children will:
· Learn about the Christian festival Easter; recall at least 5 facts

· Safely use a variety of materials, tools and techniques to create Easter themed crafts  




