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51BC 
Dear Diary, 

Only three moons have passed since the beginning of my eighteenth year but the most awful event happened today – father died! He was not ill but he has passed into the next life. Even the temple medicine men are unsure as to why. Later, we will organise a grand funeral for father that will last for days. 
Earlier, I overheard the members of the court discussing what is to happen. They say that I am to rule the empire with my younger brother, Ptolemy. I do not know how to lead people and I certainly don’t want to have to do it with my immature brother. Egypt is such a rich and powerful country. I am nervous about ruling it but I would rather do so alone. 
Tomorrow, I will talk to the court to tell them my plan.
Forever, 
Queen Cleopatra	
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21 January 1915

Dear Diary,

Two days ago, something dreadful happened. The conditions crossing the Weddell Sea were
difficult and ‘Endurance’ became stuck in a large sheet of floating ice. I cannot believe this
expedition, that T have been planning for so long, has come to such an awful end. We had to
abandon the ship and have made a simple camp on top of the Antarctic ice. We have some
rations but I am hoping that a rescue team will arrive soon. So far, the only other living things
we have seen are emperor penguins. For now, I need to keep my spirits high for the sake of my
loyal crew.

Until another day,

Ernest Shackleton
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24 April 1916
Dear Diary,

We tried to attract attention by lighting fires but we were not rescued. Over the past months,
I have been watching my crew members in the freezing temperatures and chose the strongest
five to come with me on a rescue mission. We have spent the past 16 days crossing 1,300km of
choppy ocean in a small boat. Today, we reached the island of South Georgia where we found
a whaling station. There were people willing to help us. They have given us a meal and we
discussed how to rescue the remaining crew members who are still out on the ice. I hope we
can get back to them soon but for now, T need some rest.

With hope,

Ernest Shackleton





