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Diving into Mastery Guidance for Educators

Diving

Deeper

Deepest



Aim
• Estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to 

check answers.



3 5 6

− 2 1 6

DivingCheck Answers

Complete this subtraction:

What addition calculation can you do to check your answer?

1 4 0

1 4 0

+ 2 1 6

3 5 6



DivingCheck Answers

I had 280 teabags in a box and have used 172 of them.
How many are left in the box? 

What calculation will you use to work 
this out?

What calculation would you use to check 
your answer?

2 8 0

− 1 7 2

1 0 8

7 11 0 8

+ 1 7 2

2 8 0
1



Check Answers Deeper

How many addition and subtraction calculations can you correctly write 
using only the following numbers? 

1 4 1

+ 2 8 9

4 3 0

2 8 9

+ 1 4 1

4 3 0

4 3 0

− 1 4 1

2 8 9

4 3 0

− 2 8 9

1 4 1

141

430

289

1 1 1 1

2 13 1 2 113



Check Answers Deeper

I work out 343 - 122 and get the answer 221.
Which addition calculations will help me check my answer:

1 2 2

+ 2 2 1

2 2 1

+ 1 2 2

2 2 1

+ 3 4 3



Check Answers Deepest

Can 112 + 56 = 168 be checked using 112 - 56?
Discuss your thoughts with a partner.



Check Answers Deepest

I am thinking of a number.

What number did I start with? 492

I add 43

I 
subtract 

254

I add 72

My 
answer is 

353.



Dive in by completing your own activity!

Check Answers
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